Prevalence of human immunodeficiency virus infection in hospitalized adults at a teaching hospital in west Texas.
The prevalence of infection with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) among hospitalized adults at a teaching hospital in West Texas was estimated by conducting a serological survey. Of the 2,458 patients tested, 12 (0.5%) were seropositive. All 12 were men of ages 28 through 50 years; 11 were white and 1 was Hispanic. Eleven were previously known to be HIV positive and were hospitalized for illnesses related to acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS). All seropositive patients were hospitalized on nonsurgical services of internal medicine, medical-surgical neurology, and family practice. These results indicated that the sampled population in West Texas showed a relatively low prevalence of HIV infection and that seropositive patients were predominantly white men hospitalized for AIDS-related illnesses.